District PAC Meeting Minutes for December 9, 2011
Attending:  Peggy Springsteen and Carly Bricker – A. L. Wilson;  Mary Ann Kiefer and Melissa Fordyce - D Ferd Swaney; Laurie Upole –G. J. Plava; Becky Urani –Fr.   Hill;
Summer Sevens Springs Conference  – Melissa Fordyce shared information from the conference.  Handouts were distributed.  You can contact PIRC for additional information.  Also provided a Checklist for Literacy from the National Institute for Libraries .
Banners and Immunization Posters – “Welcome Parents” banners are to be saved and used next year.  Immunization posters are to remain posted through May 1, 2012.  After May 1st, children will be excluded.  Directions for the poster maker will be available at Central Office.  Parent Council representatives can contact Mrs. Ryan or Rose Smochinsky to make arrangements for use of the machine.
It was suggested that a flyer be sent in the spring to remind parents of the new requirements and the deadline for meeting them.  We will check with principals and nurses to prepare this flyer and decide when to send it.

Parent Literacy Club – Funding is provided through a United Way Grant.  Funds are to be used for children entering Grades K-3.  We need 2-3 parents from D. Ferd, A. L. Wilson, Friendship Hill, and Masontown, and 4 parents from Smithfield and Plava.  They will register and attend weekly sessions to promote the “Read to Your Child Daily” program objective.  More information to follow.
Scholastic “Read Every Day – Lead a Better Life” – Posters are to be placed in each classroom and cafeteria.  Mem Fox, author of children’s books and literature, believes introducing books to children early can end illiteracy.  DPAC members are asked to send the Reading Bill of Rights to all students in Wednesday folders in January.  The 2012-2013 calendar will have a reading focus to promote the district’s commitment to promoting reading for both students and their families.
Striving Readers – Keystones to Opportunity Grant – This grant is providing $38,000,000 to be divided among 50-75 schools.  The initial meeting to plan for this grant proposal is Monday, December 12th at 1:00 p.m.  The grant is designed to provide funding for programs for Pre-K through high school students.
Voucher/Charter Schools – The voucher program is being voted on in December.  Information was distributed to be shared with others.  Cyber-Charter Schools require a large amount of responsibility and accountability on the part of the school, student and parents.  If the voucher program is passed, it will impact the funding and budgets for public schools.
Parent Events and Activities – A tentative date of April 12, 2012 was decided.  DPAC members are  considering several suggested formats and ideas.  Reading and learning styles was suggested, as well as a possible Scholastic workshop or author visit.  Any additional suggestions will be discussed at the next meeting.  In addition, members will discuss what children might be able to do to get more parent participation.
The District Health Fair is scheduled for April 26, 2012.
Next meeting scheduled for Friday, January 27, 2012,  at 9:30 a.m. 
