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Common Core Across the Nation
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Common Core in Pennsylvania
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• PA Core Standards in ELA and Mathematics

• Adopted by the State Board of Education on July 1, 2010 to 

replace the original standards adopted in 1999. 

• Revisions to academic standards 

deemed final and effective as of 

March 1, 2014.

• CCSS in pure form constitutes
85% of the PA Core Standards

• Option to add or alter 15%



What are the Common Core State Standards?

• Set learning expectations in grades K-12 for
• Mathematics
• English Language Arts

• More focused on preparing students for success in college and 
career.

• Learning goals are
• Clear vs. broad and vague  
• Consistent from school to school, state to state
• Rigorous and relevant to real life
• Scaffolded in design

‒ Skills build upon previously learned skills
‒ Connections between “new” and “known” information
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Depth and Rigor
The new PA Core Standards emphasize depth and rigor 
using Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (DOK) Levels.

DOK is a Scale of Cognitive Demand 

1. Recall- Requires simple recall of such information as a 
fact, definition, term, or simple procedure.

2. Skill/Concept- Involves some mental skills, concepts, or 
processing beyond a habitual response; students must 
make some decisions about how to approach a problem or 
activity. Keywords distinguishing a Level 2 item include 
classify, organize, estimate, collect data, and compare 
data.

3. Strategic Thinking- Requires reasoning planning, using 
evidence, and thinking at a higher level.

4. Extended Thinking- Requires complex reasoning, 
planning, developing, and thinking, most likely over an 
extended time. Cognitive demands are high, and students 
are required to make connections both within and among 
subject domains. 

See DOK Handout



Common Core Differences 

Specific to Content



The Shifts in ELA/Literacy



How can you help your child in literacy?

-Ask your child specific questions about what he/she reads. 

-Ask your child to cite evidence from the text to support his/her response to 
questions.

-Discuss evidence based predictions with your child.

-Encourage children to read, then write and speak about, nonfiction text such as 
newspapers, magazines, and biographies.

-Encourage children to research topics of interest and read series that relate to a 
central topic.

-Have your child follow step by step instructions or a set of directions in order to 
accomplish a task, such as building a sandcastle or operating a game. 



The Shifts in Mathematics



What the Shifts in Mathematics Mean for Students

• Conceptual Understanding

• Students need to understand the math 
concepts vs. just how to get the answer

• Fluency

• Students need to perform procedures with 
speed and accuracy

• Application

• Students need to apply math to real world 
situations



Mathematic Content Standards



Standards for Mathematical Practice

(Item Attack Skills)

• Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

• Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

• Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.

• Model with mathematics.

• Use appropriate tools strategically.

• Attend to precision.

• Look for and make use of structure.

• Look for and make sense of regularity in repeated reasoning.



How can you help your child in math?

-Help your child practice his/her addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division facts.

-Encourage your child not to give up while solving problems, to 
build stamina and develop their critical thinking skills. Don’t 
give them the answers - ask them to think of different ways 
they can solve problems.

-Have children illustrate the math they were thinking in their 
head and discuss it out loud.

-Have children apply their math knowledge to a real-world 
scenario at home, such as doubling a recipe or calculating the 
area of a room. 



Resources for Parents
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Additional Resources

Pennsylvania Department of Education Standards Aligned System

• http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/PACore

National Parent Teachers Association (PTA)

• http://pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583

Achieve the Core

• www.achievethecore.org

Engage NY Common Core Shifts for Students, Parents, & Guardians

• http://www.engageny.org/resource/shifts-for-students-and-
parents/

16

http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/PACore
http://pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.engageny.org/resource/shifts-for-students-and-parents/

